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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

On Friday 22 July 2011, the people of Norway suffered two violent and horrific attacks. A man detonated a homemade fertilizer bomb outside the government buildings in Oslo, then drove to a youth camp run by the ruling party, disguised himself as a police officer, and opened fire on the unarmed teenagers and adults there. As of 28 July, the death toll stands at 76, with eight people killed in the explosion and 68 in the shooting spree. The man who has been arrested for these crimes has also confessed to them but claims no legal responsibility for them, believing them to be justified for political reasons.

The public reaction to these attacks has been understandably mixed. Emotions range from grief and disbelief for the victims and their families to outrage and condemnation of the accused killer, who appears to have acted alone despite his claims to the contrary. The comments on news sites online were even sharper, with some hoping that the killer would be executed without trial, thereby expediting his arrival in hell for eternity. 

What should we make of such a tragedy? Perhaps more to the point, what kind of attitude should we have toward those who commit such unspeakable acts? Suppose these things happened, not across an ocean, but in Ottawa or in Edmonton. Suppose the media approaches us, a Christian church – with definite beliefs about justice and the afterlife, for our thoughts and comments on the accused. What should our response be?

One place that helps us answer that question is the Psalms. In the Psalms, there are a number of Psalms sometimes called imprecatory Psalms. An imprecation is a curse – not a magical curse, but a pronouncement of judgment on people who do wrong. Psalm 10:12-15 says:

Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up your hand; forget not the afflicted. Why does the wicked renounce God and say in his heart, “You will not call to account”? But you do see, for you note mischief and vexation, that you may take it into your hands; to you the helpless commits himself; you have been the helper of the fatherless. Break the arm of the wicked and the evildoer; call his wickedness to account till you find none.

These appear to be harsh words from David (Psalms 9 and 10 are one unit in the Hebrew). The cry, however, is for temporal justice. They are for laws to be obeyed, for oppression to cease, and for justice to be done, in the here and now. When the strong attack the weak, David asks the Lord that justice be done.

Likewise, it is appropriate that we pray and hope that justice will be done in Norway. The killer has been arrested and has confessed to the crimes. However, he has also pleaded not guilty in court. It is biblical to pray that he be tried fairly and, if found guilty, appropriately sentenced under Norwegian law. It is a sign that we trust in the goodness and the providence of God that we ask for justice to be done here and now.

However, what of the afterlife? Some have expressed a hope publically that he “burn in hell” for eternity. Were the media asking for our perspective on this question, what should we say? Considering the life of the Apostle Paul is very helpful, here. Remember that, before Paul was known as Paul, he was called Saul. He was a Pharisee and he was adamantly opposed to the new movement of Christians. He stood by, giving his approval at the stoning of Stephen. He went from town to town, having Christians arrested or killed. If ever there was an opponent of God, it was Saul. If ever there was an example of the strong attacking the weak, it was Saul. Yet, one day when Saul was on the road to Damascus, Jesus appeared to him and told Saul to believe and to stop persecuting him. Later in his life, after many years of faithful and fruitful ministry, Paul wrote these words to a young pastor, Timothy: “The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost” (1 Tim. 1:15). Paul was an enemy of God, a perpetrator of gross injustice, and a murderer of Christians. And Jesus Christ came into the world to save him; a sinner.

Regarding the afterlife, it is proper to pray for the Norwegian killer’s repentance and forgiveness. It should be our desire to, one day, embrace him as a brother in Christ, fully forgiven for his sins, not to see him burn forever. To do otherwise would be to consider some people worthy of forgiveness while others are unworthy. To do so would be to think some people saveable while others are unworthy to be saved. If ever there was someone unworthy of salvation, it was the Apostle Paul. Yet the forgiveness of God is full and free through the redeeming blood of Jesus. Each one of us deserves the fires of hell for our sins, whether public and unspeakable, or private and unspoken. No one is deserving of forgiveness, except through the death of Jesus.

In the face of horrible atrocities, like those in Norway last month, we pray that those responsible would receive justice in this life and mercy in the life to come. 

In Christ,

Pastor Jeff

July  2011 Session Highlights
( 
Discussed chapter 9 of The Shepherd Leader
(
 Held time of prayer for members, relatives, and friends
(
 Five visits were reported on
( 
Christian Ed. teachers are still needed; adult CE materials have been ordered
( 
TE Kerr shared a report on his experience at General Assembly
( 
Session agrees with the deacons that half of the Nowell bequest will go towards the 

mortgage, with the other $5,000 going to property beautification
( 
Communion wine and juice will be checked for freshness before distribution into cups
(
On the fifth Sunday of the month, communion will be held during the evening service; 

October 30 will be the first evening celebration
( 
TE Kerr is looking into speaker possibilities for Crestwood’s 65th anniversary celebrations next year
( 
Door knocking continues in NE Edmonton; a follow-up letter has been drafted for 

distribution to the 30+ people who have responded positively so far.
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14304 - 96 Avenue,

Edmonton, AB  T5N 0C4

Telephone: (780) 452-3020

email:  crestwoodpca@shaw.ca

web site: www.crestwoodpc.org

For information on our activities

please check the calendar on the last page, call us or visit our web site
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	Crestwood Presbyterian Church 2010
	

	Detailed Schedule of Revenue and Expenses
	

	First Quarter (January - June 2011)
	

	
	
	
	

	
	2011
	2011
	2010

	Account
	Actual
	Budget
	Last Year

	Revenues
	 
	 
	 

	1100 - General Revenues
	
	
	

	  110 - General Giving
	     156,129.04 
	     169,344.00 
	   145,149.25 

	  120 - GST Refund
	              937.39 
	              933.00 
	                    -   

	  130 - Facility Rental
	          1,010.00 
	              750.00 
	       1,200.00 

	SubTotal 1100 - General Revenues
	     158,076.43 
	     171,027.00 
	   146,349.25 

	
	
	
	

	Total Revenues
	     158,076.43 
	     171,027.00 
	   146,349.25 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Expenditures
	 
	 
	 

	SubTotal 1100 - Personnel
	     102,616.75 
	     104,205.00 
	     74,113.13 

	SubTotal 1200 - Administration
	          9,806.85 
	        10,286.00 
	       6,384.72 

	SubTotal 1300 - Facilities
	        21,974.70 
	        24,534.00 
	     30,855.42 

	SubTotal 1400 - Up Reach
	                       -   
	          2,720.00 
	             33.30 

	SubTotal 1500 - Down Reach
	              876.96 
	          1,232.00 
	           929.90 

	SubTotal 1600 - In Reach
	          1,592.14 
	          3,562.00 
	       1,685.94 

	SubTotal 1700 - Outreach
	        26,858.04 
	        28,734.00 
	     18,120.66 

	
	
	
	

	Total Expenditures
	     163,725.44 
	     175,273.00 
	   132,123.07 


 

 

	Crestwood Presbyterian Church

	Designated Giving 2011

	Second Quarter 2011

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fund: Missions Designated
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Opening
	
	
	
	

	Account
	Balance
	Revenue
	Expense
	Balance
	Comment

	Brent Kooi
	                           -   
	                300.00 
	                300.00 
	                         -   
	PAF

	David Fiol
	                           -   
	                900.00 
	                900.00 
	                         -   
	PAF

	Don McNeill
	                           -   
	                180.00 
	                180.00 
	                         -   
	PAF

	Elizabeth Mathias
	                           -   
	                600.00 
	                600.00 
	                         -   
	PAF

	Jason Kyle
	                           -   
	                450.00 
	                450.00 
	                         -   
	Redeemer

	Jan Buchanan
	                           -   
	                220.00 
	                220.00 
	                         -   
	ORPC

	Lois Ooms
	                           -   
	                900.00 
	                900.00 
	                         -   
	PAF

	Marcus Toole
	                           -   
	            3,600.00 
	            3,600.00 
	                         -   
	Vision 2020

	
	
	            7,150.00 
	            7,150.00 
	                         -   
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fund: Outreach Designated
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Opening
	
	
	
	

	Account
	Balance
	Revenue
	Expense
	Balance
	Comment

	Baobab
	                           -   
	                      300 
	                      300 
	                         -   
	Baobab

	Church Planting
	                           -   
	                      960 
	                      960 
	                         -   
	Vision 2020

	Disaster Relief
	                           -   
	                  6,609 
	                  6,609 
	                         -   
	PAF - Japan

	Hope Mission
	                           -   
	                        50 
	                        50 
	                         -   
	Hope Mission

	Mustard Seed
	                           -   
	                        20 
	                        20 
	                         -   
	Mustard Seed

	Mission of Rural Egypt
	                           -   
	                  1,600 
	                  1,600 
	                         -   
	MORE

	MTW India GESS
	                           -   
	                      540 
	                      540 
	                         -   
	PAF

	Bryan Clarke
	                           -   
	                      840 
	                      840 
	                         -   
	Vision 2020

	Samaritan's Purse
	                           -   
	                      100 
	                      100 
	                         -   
	Samaritan's Purse

	Servants Anonymous
	                           -   
	                        50 
	                        50 
	                         -   
	Servant's Anonymous

	Young Life
	                           -   
	                      675 
	                      675 
	                         -   
	Young Life

	
	
	                11,744 
	                11,744 
	                         -   
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fund: Hobbema MTW
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Opening
	
	
	
	

	Account
	Balance
	 Revenue 
	 Expense 
	 Balance 
	Comment

	Hobbema van expenses
	                        217 
	                  2,002 
	                  2,219 
	                         -   
	Vision 2020

	
	
	                  2,002 
	                  2,219 
	                         -   
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fund: General Designated
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Opening
	
	
	
	

	Account
	Balance
	 Revenue 
	 Expense 
	 Balance 
	Comment

	Building Mortgage Principle
	                           -   
	                18,130 
	                18,130 
	                         -   
	

	Discipleship/Christian Education
	                           -   
	                  1,314 
	                      697 
	                      617 
	

	Family Life Conference
	                           -   
	                      290 
	                         -   
	                      290 
	

	Music Equipment
	                           -   
	                  2,800 
	                  2,800 
	                         -   
	

	WIC Events
	                           -   
	                  1,880 
	                  1,310 
	                      570 
	 

	
	
	                24,414 
	                22,937 
	                  1,477 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fund: Youth Fund Designated
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Opening
	
	
	
	

	Account
	Balance
	 Revenue 
	 Expense 
	 Balance 
	Comment

	Youth Retreats
	                           -   
	                  1,630 
	                  3,152 
	-                 1,522 
	Additional revenue in July

	
	
	                  1,630 
	                  3,152 
	-                 1,522 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fund: Youth Mission Trip
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Opening
	
	
	
	

	Account
	Balance
	 Revenue 
	 Expense 
	 Balance 
	Comment

	Youth Mission Trip
	                    3,550 
	                         -   
	                         -   
	                  3,550 
	 

	
	
	                         -   
	                         -   
	                  3,550 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fund: Local Youth Projects
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Opening
	
	
	
	

	Account
	Balance
	 Revenue 
	 Expense 
	 Balance 
	Comment

	Local Youth Projects
	                    2,830 
	                         -   
	                         -   
	                  2,830 
	 

	
	
	                         -   
	                         -   
	                  2,830 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fund: Benevolence
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Opening
	
	
	
	

	Account
	Balance
	 Revenue 
	 Expense 
	 Balance 
	Comment

	Benevolence
	                    4,784 
	                  1,980 
	                  5,227 
	                  1,537 
	 

	
	
	                  1,980 
	                  5,227 
	                  1,537 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fund: Sudan Project
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Opening
	
	
	
	

	Account
	Balance
	 Revenue 
	 Expense 
	 Balance 
	Comment

	Sudan Project
	                  30,029 
	                         -   
	                      409 
	                29,620 
	 

	
	
	                         -   
	                      409 
	                29,620 
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Summer Garden Pasta
Ingredients

1 (16 ounce) package small shell pasta 

1 cup sliced yellow summer squash 

1 cup sliced zucchini 

1 cup julienned sweet red pepper 

1 cup julienned green pepper 

1 cup sliced green onions 

6 cloves garlic, peeled and thinly sliced 

1/4 cup butter 

1 1/2 cups reduced sodium chicken broth 

1 small tomato, chopped 

1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese 

1 tablespoon minced fresh parsley 

2 teaspoons garlic pepper 

1 teaspoon salt 

Directions
Cook pasta according to package directions. Meanwhile, in a large skillet, saute the yellow squash, zucchini, peppers, onions and garlic in better until crisp-tender. Add brother and tomato; bring to a boil. Cook and stir until liquid is reduced by half. 
Drain pasta; stir into vegetable mixture. Cook 1 minutes longer or until heated through. Transfer to a large bowl. Sprinkle with Parmesan cheese, parsley, garlic pepper and salt; toss to coat. Serve immediately. 
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UPCOMING SOCIAL EVENTS
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On Sunday, August 28th from 3-8pm we are planning to have our CHURCH PICNIC on the front lawn at the church. Please mark your calendars now and plan to attend. Sign up sheets are in the fellowship hall. Please sign up on or before Sunday, August 21st. Any questions please contact Wilma Haan 780-484-1349 or wilmahaan@shaw.ca 
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2011 Crestwood Fellowship Weekend  
 Dr. Wilson Benton will be the speaker at Camp Nakamun from Friday, September 2nd through the 4th.   His wife, Pam, is a frequently sought speaker in her own right and has for years served WIC (Women in the Church) at the denominational level.  We are blessed to be able to have both of them with us for that weekend.

My Report as a Commissioner at the 39th General Assembly of the PCA

Jeff Kerr                                                                            June 28, 2011 


I was enrolled as a commissioner for the 39th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) meeting from June 7-10, 2011 in Virginia Beach, VA. I arrived in Virginia Beach the evening of June 5 and I roomed with two fellow Covenant Seminary alumni at the Oceanfront Inn.


Meetings of the committees of commissioners began on the morning of Monday, June 6. I attended the briefing at 11:00am and the meeting of the Overtures Committee began at 1:00pm. We elected TE Fred Greco of Houston Metro Presbytery as our chairman. The committee had five overtures referred to it by the Stated Clerk for a recommendation to the Assembly. The Overtures Committee met until 6:00pm on Monday and recessed until 8:00am on Tuesday. We concluded our business at 10:30am on Tuesday morning. Each of the five recommendations was adopted by the Assembly. 


On Tuesday afternoon, I attended a seminar given by Dr. Michael Williams of Covenant Seminary. This was one of six seminars presented on the doctrine of the inerrancy of Scripture. This series of seminars was a joint venture of Covenant Seminary, Westminster Seminary, and Reformed Seminary.


The Assembly convened Tuesday evening at 7:30pm with a service of worship. Last year’s Moderator, Dr. Harry Reeder, preached from the Word. The business meeting began at 9:00pm and RE Daniel Carrell of James River Presbytery was elected Moderator. The Assembly recessed around 10:00pm and there was a reception in the exhibit hall.


We reconvened at 10:30am Wednesday morning with several committee reports. One item of note resulted in debate. The report of the Review of Presbytery Records Committee brought some debate on an exception of substance to the minutes of Pacific Northwest Presbytery. The presbytery had ordained a man who held to paedocommunion and they had given him full liberty to preach and teach his views. A minority report was presented arguing that this not be considered an exception at all. After some debate, the minority report was defeated and the recommendation of the committee was adopted. The reports of various committees continued through Wednesday afternoon. However, several debates and procedural motions had set the Assembly behind schedule. Informational reports of the committees and agencies, normally completed by Wednesday evening, needed to wait until Thursday morning. The Word was preached at Wednesday’s worship service by Dr. Tim Keller of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City. On Wednesday evening, I attended a gathering for alumni of Covenant Seminary. It was a blessing to see old friends and professors.


The Assembly reconvened at 9:30am on Thursday with informational reports in the morning. These concluded Thursday afternoon and the reports of the committees of commissioners began. A procedural motion was adopted to schedule a session for late Thursday evening in order to accommodate all the business of the Assembly and still adjourn by noon on Friday. Several important issues came to the floor through the committees of commissioners. Of note, the Assembly erected a study committee on “Insider Movements,” many of which encourage Muslim converts to remain Muslims outwardly and to continue to attend their respective mosques. Many also favour changing some of the language in the Bible Muslims find offensive, including identifying Jesus as “the Son of God.” 

The session late Thursday evening dealt exclusively with the recommendations of the committee of commissioners on administration. Several overtures had come to the Assembly featuring alternative Administrative Committee funding plans and recommending the defunding of byFaith magazine within a year. All such overtures were referred to the Cooperative Ministries Committee subcommittee on funding. Recommendations on this topic will come at subsequent General Assemblies.


We reconvened once again on Friday morning at 8:00am. The Overtures Committee presented its report and all its recommendations were adopted. The Assembly declined to set term limits on the stated clerk and the program committee coordinators. It gave initial approval to a BCO change that clarifies the presbytery’s duty in receiving a candidate by way of transfer. It adopted a statement on the PCA’s commitment to the institution of marriage as between one man and one woman. It gave initial approval to a BCO change regarding the appointment of a temporary Session for a church with an insufficient number of elders. Finally, it referred BCO changes for a possible alternative AC funding plan to the AC. The Assembly adjourned around 10:30am.


My journey home was long and trying. I was supposed to arrive home late Friday night, but did not arrive until Sunday afternoon. Unexpectedly, I spent Friday night in Norfolk, VA and Saturday night in Minneapolis, MN. I also spent some time in New York City on Saturday afternoon. This Assembly was encouraging and instructive on many levels. I was able to reconnect with a number of old friends. I learned a great deal about the machinery and procedure of our denomination, as well as its politics. I was also deeply encouraged by the concern for biblical fidelity in the ministry of the church and the execution of the Great Commission. I was energized to continue my ministry in the local church. I look forward to the opportunity and privilege to serve at future General Assemblies.

John Stott Has Died

An architect of 20th-century evangelicalism shaped the faith of a generation.

Tim Stafford | posted 7/27/2011 01:37PM

Editor's Note: John Stott died today at 3:15 London time (about 9:15 a.m. CST), according to John Stott Ministries President Benjamin Homan. Homan said that Stott's death came after complications related to old age and that he has been in discomfort for the last several weeks. Family and close friends gathered with Stott today as they listened to Handel's Messiah. Homan said that John Stott Ministries has been preparing for his death for the past 15 years. "I think he set an impeccable example for leaders of ministries of handing things over to other leaders," Homan said. "He imparted to many a love for the global church and imparted a passion for biblical fidelity and a love for the Savior." This story will be updated as more information becomes available.

* * *

"An evangelical is a plain, ordinary Christian," John Stott told Christianity Today in an October 2006 interview. From his conversion at Rugby secondary school in 1938 to his death in 2011 at 90 years old, Stott exemplified how extraordinary plain, ordinary Christianity can be. He was not known as an original thinker, nor did he seek to be. He always turned to the Bible for understanding, and his unforgettable gift was to penetrate and explain the Scriptures. As editor Kenneth Kantzer wrote in CT's pages in 1981, "When I hear him expound a text, invariably I exclaim to myself, 'That's exactly what it means! Why didn't I see it before?'"

Until his conversion and subsequent call to Christian ministry, Stott seemed headed for the diplomatic corps. A skilled linguist, he would win a first at Cambridge in French before going on to study theology, in which he also gained a first. (A prestigious "first" is something like "highest honors" for an American graduate.) Nobody doubted that Stott would have made a superb diplomat. In his ministry, he retained the best qualities of that calling, which is to faithfully and skillfully represent someone else.

Like any good diplomat, Stott knew exactly who he was and where he came from. Born into an emotionally close and cultured doctor's family, he spent virtually his entire life in the same London neighborhood. As a child, he attended All Souls Church, sometimes sitting in the balcony and dropping wads of paper on the ladies' hats below. At his ordination in the Church of England in 1945, Stott became curate there and then, in 1950, rector of the badly war-damaged church. He would remain on staff for the rest of his days.

Stott was thoroughly English in stereotypical ways: incisive, cool, time-conscious, orderly, and balanced. Though he had a great gift for friendship, he was not given to small talk or self-revelation. (He did have a wry sense of humor and was a talented amateur musician.) A lifelong bachelor, he showed a formidable capacity for work. When he was at a writing project, he could happily keep his own company for weeks on end at his retreat in Wales, grinding out page after page of well-regulated prose.

At the same time, he relished the world around him in all its variety. Perhaps nothing showed this so obviously as his lifelong love for birdwatching, which biographer Timothy Dudley-Smith says bordered on an obsession. In his later decades, Stott spent a great proportion of his time traveling, much of it in Majority World countries. Time for birds was nearly always included. He traveled without entourage, sometimes preaching in a  cathedral one day and under a tree the next, meeting the mighty and the lowly and staying in their homes. As a London pastor, too, he formed strong attachments to a wide variety of humanity. When he encountered opposition or criticism, he would seek it out for an exchange of views. He did not enjoy conflict, but he was committed to dialogue.

Right from the beginning he was passionate about that hallmark of evangelicalism: evangelism. The man who led him to Christ, E.J.H. Nash, or "Bash," as he was known, worked for Scripture Union in the elite English public schools. Stott had been raised to attend church and to read the Bible daily, but as a young student he had no idea of personal salvation. Bash shared with him the scene from Revelation 3, of Jesus standing at the door and asking to come in. It seized Stott's understanding, and in a short time he had become an evangelical Christian. Bash soon put Stott to work, talking to other boys about what he had discovered. By the time Stott reached university, he was running Scripture Union holiday camps, which were very explicitly evangelistic.

Stott would ultimately become better known as a Bible expositor and teacher, but during his first decades of ministry he made a reputation as an evangelist. At All Souls, he led many to Christ himself, while organizing and teaching the congregation how to bring their friends and neighbors into a relationship with Jesus. All Souls was an inner-city church with a striking mix of the well-off and the indigent, and Stott was determined to neglect neither side. He firmly believed that the local church should be a locus for evangelism. One of his first books, published in 1952, was Parochial Evangelism by the Laity. His two earlier publications were Personal Evangelism (1949) and Becoming a Christian (1950).

J.I. Packer remembers that Stott "in his younger days … was a brilliant and hard-worked student evangelist." He was the chosen speaker for a considerable number of Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship's week-long evangelistic campaigns at British universities, particularly Cambridge and Oxford. These later extended to North America and throughout the Commonwealth. From these evangelistic talks came one of his best-selling books, Basic Christianity (1958), which has been translated into 25 languages and sold well over a million copies.

Billy Graham first visited England in 1946, and Stott met him while sharing open-air preaching at Speakers' Corner in Hyde Park. In 1954 he welcomed Graham for his 12-week Harringay Crusade, and the two became warm friends. Later on this friendship would be important to the Lausanne movement, but it is worth noting that it began through an active, shared commitment to evangelism.

Stott believed in evangelism, and he was active in many so-called parachurch ministries like Scripture Union and InterVarsity. Fundamentally, though, he was a church minister, who became the leading figure in a resurgence of British evangelicalism, particularly within the Church of England.

Conservative evangelicals were a despised minority when Stott was ordained, without a single bishop in the Church of England. In response Stott showed his ingenuity as a social entrepreneur. He was never one to keep his convictions to himself, nor to consider a situation hopeless. Instead, he fostered organizations meant to encourage younger evangelical clergy, and he helped organize and  renew evangelical conferences.

Most of all, he served as a model of confidence and intellectual strength. "I remember reading his books as a young student," says Old Testament scholar Chris Wright, whom Stott later chose to lead Langham Partners International, the Majority World ministry of biblical scholarship and preaching that Stott started as a result of his global travels. "They were so clearly argued you felt that you had a case."

Stott believed in the mind as a gift from God. In an evangelical world tempted to rely on prooftexts and emotive stories, Stott drilled down deep into Scripture to display its power. Many people, hearing Stott preach for the first time, said they had never heard the Bible expounded with such clarity and depth. His passion was to learn what God said, and to let it shape life. Stott's preaching and writing renewed faith in the inspiration of Scripture, not only because he defended it, but because he displayed it.

At the same time, his practice of evangelism demonstrated that "plain, ordinary Christianity" could appeal to all classes of people. What evangelicals most treasured—the person and work of Jesus Christ, and the Scriptures that testified to them—he showed to be potent resources for winning the world. Largely through Stott's leadership British evangelicalism was transformed from a defensive backwater to an engaged and significant movement.

Stott was every inch an evangelical, but a reforming evangelical. He recognized that evangelicalism could and sometimes did sink down into mere piety, whereas the Bible spoke of a robust transformation of the world brought about by God's people engaged in mission. As a London pastor, Stott increasingly recognized the need for evangelicalism to reclaim its heritage of engagement with the social issues of the day.

As he told an interviewer years later, "In the early 1960s, I began to travel in the Third World, and I saw poverty in Latin America, Africa and Asia as I had not seen it before. It became clear to me that it was utterly impossible to take that old view." The "old view" was that preaching was always a Christian's preeminent task, and that deeds of compassion were strictly secondary. As Stott probed the Scriptures, he came to believe that Jesus' Great Commission commanded Jesus' servants to carry on his entire mission, which included practical concern for life and health.

One of Stott's most significant works—and one that carried him far out of his own expertise—was the book Issues Facing Christians Today (1984), in which he attempted to address crucial concerns of contemporary society such as abortion, industrial relations, and human rights. Earlier he had written Your Mind Matters: The Place of the Mind in the Christian Life (1972). In 1982 he helped to launch the London Institute for Contemporary Christianity, which offered classes and lectures on a wide variety of topics relevant to life in modern society.

His greatest impact in the area of social concern came somewhat inadvertently. In 1974 the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association convened an International Congress on World Evangelization at Lausanne, Switzerland. Two thousand five hundred members attended (in addition to 1300 other participants). About half of the delegates and speakers came from Majority World countries. The gathering's wide representation resembled meetings of the World Council of Churches, but the excited atmosphere of unified mission was unprecedented. Many participants grasped for the first time the global dimensions of the evangelical church. Almost thirty years later Philip Jenkins would write of The Next Christendom: The Coming of Global Christianity. But as David Jones, president of John Stott Ministries, says, at Lausanne "Jenkins'  book was there in the faces and minds of people. Lausanne showed the global church that we can work together."

Such unity was hardly automatic. In fact, there were great differences in perspective between those from the West and those from the Majority World, and the relationship between evangelism and social concern was an emotional hot button. According to some, Christians were called to preach the gospel, full stop. For others, particularly those in countries where poverty and injustice were inescapably obvious, such a stance amounted to callous indifference to people. Lausanne could easily have divided between these perspectives.

Stott had been asked to give the opening address on the nature of biblical evangelism. He began with characteristic humility, calling for "a note of evangelical repentance." And he spoke head-on—with a lucid exposition of Scripture--to the issue on people's minds.

"Here then are two instructions, 'love your neighbor' and 'go and make disciples.' What is the relation between the two? Some of us behave as if we thought them identical, so that if we have shared the Gospel with somebody, we consider we have completed our responsibility to love him. But no. The Great Commission neither explains, nor exhausts, nor supersedes the Great Commandment. What it does is to add to the command of neighbor-love and neighbor-service a new and urgent Christian dimension. If we truly love our neighbor we shall without doubt tell him the Good News of Jesus. But equally if we truly love our neighbor we shall not stop there."

Stott's speech made it possible for delegates to rethink their positions, to listen to others, and to conceive of preaching and social action working in tandem. He managed the same trick in chairing the committee that drafted the Lausanne Covenant. Stott's contribution as diplomat was never more in evidence, as he chaired potentially fractious meetings, getting people to listen to each others' views. He worked tirelessly behind the scenes to draft and redraft the covenant, finding wording that would capture various points of view without doing violence to any. In the end the Lausanne Covenant spoke to the moment, expressing a common mission that most delegates could enthusiastically endorse; and it spoke to the future, providing a statement that evangelical groups could use as their basic statement. Lausanne was a defining moment in global evangelicalism. Billy Graham was the indispensable convener, but John Stott was the indispensable uniter.

And what is left behind, now that John Stott is gone? Some of his legacy can be seen in his church, for generations a vital, grounded, evangelical community in the heart of London. To this day, All Souls serves as a beacon for visitors from all over the world.

So with Langham Partners, preeminent among the organizations he launched. Increasingly it reflects a global partnership of evangelicals concerned for scholarship, literature and preaching in the Majority World.

His books, too, continue to speak eloquently: clear, precise, stimulating and balanced. His commentaries cover much of the New Testament, bridging the gap between scholarly works and thoughtful works for lay people. Many people consider The Cross of Christ Stott's magnum opus, but his entire corpus is a summing up of evangelical Christianity: dominated by the Bible, but full of a sense of Christ-centered mission.

For all his skill and intellect, his writing, his entrepreneurial energy, and his brilliant preaching, John Stott's ultimate legacy may be people. He has mentored and befriended a vast number of co-workers all over the world.

Far earlier than most, Stott recognized the vitality and strength of the church in the Majority World. He began to spend an increasing share of his time there as he retired from the day-to-day responsibilities of leading All Souls.

Most of his work in the Majority World was, from a westerner's perspective, invisible. He met thousands of church leaders, often young men and women struggling to find their place. He procured theological study books for those who had no access to good libraries. He arranged scholarships to study for doctorates in the U.K. and the U.S. for those who had ability at that level. He demonstrated biblical preaching, and he modeled modesty and a simple lifestyle. He made hundreds if not thousands of friends, becoming in his person a bridge between cultures.

"Naturally, by temperament, he is an introvert," says Chris Wright. "He is very happy to be in his own company. Yet he has given himself to so many people, remembering names, knowing their families, knowing their children, writing letters, praying for them. He was constantly praying for people. His prayer list was so long. Whenever he would meet them again he would remember them because he was praying for them."

"There have been mixed feelings about the west among our leaders," says Ajith Fernando, a Methodist church leader and head of Youth for Christ in Sri Lanka. "Sometimes I feel an anger close to racism has arisen in the minds of Christian leaders out of the sense that western leaders do not understand the concerns of people in the rest of the world. There is a suspicion that what they want is to fulfill their agenda in our countries--another form of colonialism? With people like John Stott around it was impossible for me to nurture such feelings toward the west. Here was humility personified … .We are grateful that he gave so much time coming to the poorer nations not with some huge program which would impress the whole world, but simply to teach us the Bible."

Latin American theologian Rene Padilla remembers vividly one of his early encounters with Stott. "On the previous night we had arrived in Bariloche, Argentina, in the middle of heavy rain. The street was muddy and, as a result, by the time we got to the room that had been assigned to us our shoes were covered with mud. In the morning, as I woke up, I heard the sound of a brush—John was busy, brushing my shoes. 'John!,' I exclaimed full of surprise, 'What are you doing?' 'My dear René,' he responded, 'Jesus taught us to wash each other's feet. You do not need me to wash your feet, but I can brush your shoes.'

Theologian David Wells, who was converted through a 1959 John Stott mission in South Africa, later shared a household with him for five years in the early 1960s. "His leadership was effective," Wells says, "because of his personal integrity and his Christian life. People who knew him always came back to these points. He was known all over the world, but when you met him he was a most devout, humble Christian man. His private life was no different from his public life. It was the same person. That's another way to say that he had integrity. There was no posing."

One would like to say that such is the nature of plain, ordinary Christians. Not all live up to it. John Stott did.

[This article originally appeared on Christianity Today Online on July 27, 2011. It was retrieved for re-printing on July 28.]
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ALL CHURCH LEADERS

	As A Church
That Christ’s love might be clearly visible in us. That the ministry of the Word of God (preaching, teaching, small groups) would bear fruit in our lives. That we would see many people profess faith in Jesus Christ; new people and our covenant children. That we would be very sensitive and aware of people who are faced with difficult physical, spiritual and emotional stress. That we would depend upon the Holy Spirit, not ourselves, to equip and empower us for ministry.
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