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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,







In recent weeks and months, we have seen a surprising and unusual amount of turmoil around the world. Civil unrest has been seen in Egypt, Bahrain, and, mostly recently, in Libya. The situation there has devolved into a civil war between government forces and rebel forces. Demonstrating crowds have been fired upon by the military. The United Nations recently implemented a no-fly zone and things there are unstable at best.

In addition, the world has watched with much interest and despair as a violent earthquake shook Japan on March 11 and a tsunami creating, in some places, 30-foot waves brought even greater destruction to the island. The devastation of March 11 was followed by news that significant damage was done to the Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant about 100 kilometres north of Tokyo. Several of the reactors at the plant are overheating and, as of the date I am writing this (March 18), they are still in danger of melting down and releasing high levels of radioactive material. 

Times of great distress, destruction, and unrest in the world tend to inevitably bring predictions about the end of the world – particularly from North American Christians. Many people, while acknowledging that no one knows the exact day, believe that these events point to the coming of Armageddon within weeks or months. This raises an important question: What is the relationship, if any, between catastrophic events, like natural disaster and wars, and the end of this age?

In the week before his death and resurrection, Jesus spent his time in Jerusalem preaching, teaching, answering questions, and provoking the Pharisees and Jewish leaders. It was during this time that Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives and answered questions his disciples had, particularly concerning the end of the age. This is known as the Olivet Discourse. 

As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the close of the age?” And Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads you astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray. And you will hear of wars and rumours of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are but the beginning of the birth pains. (Matthew 24:3-8)

We should notice that Jesus in fact connects wars, famines, and earthquakes with the end of this age, but not in the way that we normally hear. Preachers sometimes use these events as harbingers that the return of Jesus will occur within the coming days. On the other hand, Jesus says, “See that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet.” However, he does not leave these events disconnected from his eventual return. He mentions wars, famines, and earthquakes and then says, “All these are but the beginning of the birth pains.” Again, they do not mean that the end of this age is imminent. Instead, they serve as reminders that the end is indeed, one day, coming. It may not be tomorrow or next week or 500 years from now, but it is coming. 

So, events like these ought to move us to a number of responses. Where there is pain and suffering (as there is in Libya, Japan, and other places around the world) we can reflect the love and compassion of God by working to alleviate that hurt. It’s for this purpose that Mission to the World Disaster Relief, World Vision, and a whole host of other charitable organizations are organizing responses to the situation in Japan right now. These events also ought to serve as simple reminders of the reality of the return of Jesus and of judgment day. Such a wake-up call is good at refreshing our commitment to evangelism and community outreach. Finally, things like this ought to give us pause, so that we can examine ourselves and our own personal readiness for that great Day, which is coming. Have I trusted in Jesus? Do I confess and repent of my sins? Do I exhibit the love of God in my life? These kinds of probing questions are good to reflect on when we see the beginning of the birth pains of the coming Day on display in the world around us.

Peace in Christ,

Pastor Jeff
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February 2011 Session Highlights

- sixteen visits reported on
- 2011 budget of $341,119 approved
- Crestwood administrator is researching demographics for church plant
- Pastor Gibson's plans for the future will be discussed in future meetings
- deacons are arranging the mortgage changes
- Session approved a youth group for children and their families, 

   led by Kathryn McLachlin and Erin Reid

Update from the Crestwood Vision Committee – April 2011
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Late last year, the Session created a permanent vision committee for Crestwood Church. They charged the committee with organizing and refining work that had been done by an earlier committee in order to present a strategic plan to the congregation. A strategic plan includes very broad concepts, like a purpose statement and core values for the church, and then focuses on more specific concepts, like short-term and longer-term goals for various ministries of the church. It also provides a framework within which existing ministries of the church can be evaluated.

The permanent committee has met in December, February, and twice in March. It has worked through proposals for a purpose statement and core values and will complete work on the vision and mission of the church in the coming month. We will present a proposal to the Session for approval and feedback by May 1 and we will make a presentation to the congregation by June 1. 

Jeff Begg, Kevin Fortuin, Pastor Bert, Francis Jooste, Pastor Jeff (Secretary and an alternate for Pastor Bert), Jans Pops, Erin Reid, Lloyd Reid (Chairman), and Marjory Sutherland serve on the committee.

Please remember to pray for the work of this committee and the ministry of Crestwood Church. If you have questions or comments, please feel free to speak with one of the committee members.

Pastor Jeff

(Secretary of the committee)

UPCOMING SOCIAL EVENTS

2011 Spiritual Life Conference   Dr. Wilson Benton will be the speaker at Camp Nakamun from Friday, September 2nd through the 4th.   His wife, Pam, is a frequently sought speaker in her own right and has for years served WIC (Women in the Church) at the denominational level.  We are blessed to be able to have both of them with us for that weekend.
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Taste of Home
April 7, 7:30 pm
Crestwood Church

White Elephant Give Away
May 3, 7:30 pm
Crestwood Church


Death by Chocolate
June 2, 7:30 pm
Crestwood Church

Hot Summer Nights Pt. 1
July 7, 7:30 pm
Location TBA


Hot Summer Nights Pt. 2
August 4, 7:30 pm
Location
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It was Palm Sunday but because of a sore throat, 5 year-old Johnny stayed home from church with a sitter.  When the family returned home, they were carrying several palm fronds.  Johnny asked them what they were for.  “People held them over Jesus head as he walked by,” his father told him.  “Wouldn’t you know it,” Johnny fumed, “the one Sunday I don’t go and he shows up.”

Youth Page

Hey everyone!

Thanks to all who came out to serve dinner at the Mustard Seed on March 7! We had a bunch of youth and young adult volunteers help to prepare and serve the food, and the quality of the food and service was absolutely exceptional! Thanks also to Joanna Foley for organizing the food and the date.

Please note that our junior high retreat is coming up from May 6-8! We are so excited to have Jeff Kerr as the speaker as we travel to Gull Lake Camp to grow in faith and have fun with the other Alberta PCA churches! See Erin for registration forms. 

Upcoming Events
April 2 – Youth group at the church from 7 – 9 pm

April 16 – Youth Group from 7 – 9 pm

May 6 – 8 – Junior High retreat (see Erin for registration forms)

May 14 – Youth Group from 7 – 9 pm
College and Career
April 2 – No Bible study; young adults are encouraged to attend the Full Confidence Conference at Crestwood

April 16 – Breakfast meeting at 10 am; location TBD

April 23 – Social Event

April 30 – Bible Study at the Nederlofs at 10 am

I BELIEVE IN NATURE: 
AN EXPLORATION OF NATURALISM AND THE BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW 
Kirsten Birkett 

Does the Bible Encourage Knowledge? 
It’s a famous tactic of the “science against religion” lobby to assert that the Bible encourages people to be narrow-minded, against research, and against progress in knowledge. Fortunately for science, that has never been true. 

We have seen that the Bible presents us with a view of the world that is organized and ready for us to inhabit. As part of that, we would expect to be able to understand how the world works. Not surprisingly, then, the Bible encourages people to go ahead and investigate the world in order to understand and take care of it. As we have seen, this is part of what comes under the category “wisdom”: investigating the world and coming to understand it. 

A lot of the knowledge thus gained is of practical use for everyday living. The Bible does not just talk about religious knowledge; it encourages the sort of observation and learning through experience that anyone with sense can gain and from which anyone would benefit. Indeed, some of it is directly parallel with quite non-religious writings from ancient Egypt. 

Nor is the knowledge just for the sake of human advancement. King Solomon, renowned as the wisest of all Israelites, indeed internationally famous for his wisdom, undertook the study of the natural world as part of gaining of knowledge. He studied “trees, from the cedar that is in Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out of the wall. He spoke also of beasts, and of birds, and of 

reptiles, and of fish” (1 Kings 4:33–34). This is a small point within a much wider story, but one worth noting. 

A Marred World? 
Of course, on another level it seems ridiculous to talk of the world as not being chaotic. For a lot of people, it seems very chaotic most of the time. Droughts come and destroy the harvest. Crops fail. Diseases turn up out of nowhere. The stronger the antibiotics get, the stronger the bugs get. Wars happen. Families fall apart. For most people chaos and suffering seem to be what life is about, at least some of the time. 

That is true, and that is a different part of the story that is extremely important to the Bible and that naturalism does not explain. This world is fundamentally good, inhabitable, understandable, and rational. It has also been marred. “Cursed” is the way the Bible puts it (Genesis 3:17), as a result of the wrong-headedness of people who refuse to acknowledge God as the creator and life-giver that he is. God could have, of course, destroyed the entire world at the first sign of rebellion. He’s not that kind of God, so he didn’t. Humanity’s rebellion, nonetheless, had consequences for the natural world, and the harmony in which humans originally lived with the rest of creation was disrupted. 

The refusal of humanity to acknowledge God as he deserves is the problem of sin, and its solution is what most of the Bible is concerned with. It is not what this essay is meant to be about, so we will not be going further into the issue here. However, it is far more important than any philosophy, so do investigate further.39 

That also brings us to our next point. There are limits to our knowledge. Some knowledge in particular lies beyond what we can work out for ourselves. 

The Limits of Natural Knowledge 
There are some things that we will never discover or be able to explain simply by studying the world. God created the universe for Christ, not for us, for our pleasure in investigation, nor for itself. God created us, humanity itself, for Christ, and he intends humanity to be like Christ. We will never understand what it is to be human and will never be fully human until we take seriously our purpose in being created for Christ. 

This is where naturalism fails us entirely. Yes, one can live without belief in God and even enjoy the many good things of this world, including natural knowledge, for a time. But there will still be something absolutely crucial missing: what it is all for. Denying that there is any such thing is no answer. Naturalism, by its very nature, cannot tell us what life is about because life is about something beyond this universe. It is real, and it is essential. Without this crucial knowledge, we will never be truly human because that knowledge is central to why we were made. 

Knowing that we and the world were made for Christ also makes sense of any other knowledge we have. It puts everything in context. It now makes sense that we are people who are capable of and seek knowledge. It is not a meaningless aberration of evolution. It is part of who God created us to be. That we have the ability to research, invent, and discover as well as the crippling tendency to destroy and argue makes sense when we see who we were meant to be and how we have fought against it. Knowing what we were made for is the only thing that can give meaning to all our other knowledge. It is the only thing that can actually turn knowledge into wisdom. 

So what do we make of this? What does the Bible tell us about a realistic attitude towards the natural world and the ways in which we study it? 

Putting It All Together 
Discovering how the natural world works is a God-given ability and a worthy task. We could not do it if God had not created the world as it is and us as we are. As God’s creatures with the responsibility to live in God’s world and look after it (although God entirely controls it), we are in a position to understand a great deal about it. 

What we discover about the world—whatever true knowledge the scientific enterprise comes up with—cannot possibly do away with the need for God. There is no such thing as a natural cause that is an alternative to God as cause. God is behind every causal process. The Theory of Everything in its absolute, most complete form, even if absolutely and accurately true, would be only a complement to understanding God as cause. It could never give reason to say God does not exist. God is not in competition with his world. He makes it happen. 

God was never an explanatory theory put there to make sense of a world that was otherwise inexplicable. The Bible never presents the complexity of the world as an argument for believing in God. It is entirely the other way around. The fact of the existence of the creator God is why people should accept the complexity of the world and tackle it with confidence, knowing that knowledge is possible. God as explanation can never be replaced by scientific explanation. He is the reason for scientific explanation. 

Moreover, he is infinitely creative, so we can never sit back, content that we have understood everything. God’s very creativity is a basis for the empirical method in investigation. We cannot second-guess God. We need to go out there and discover what he has done. This was very important in the early days of science. Part of the impetus to begin experimental science was the argument that we cannot deduce from first principles what God must do in the world. We can only go and discover what he has done. This is what makes science so exciting.40 

Contrast this with what the alternative would be if there were no God. If we had no reason whatsoever to expect the world to be consistent and investigable, if we had no confidence that underneath the changeable surface there are deep regularities and patterns to reality, why would we persist with the hard work of science? What motivation could we have in the face of repeated failed experiments to press on to knowledge? It is only the reality of the creator God that makes science possible. Naturalism, the idea that science dismisses the need for God, is a weak, and very flawed, imitation. 

It is to naturalism itself, and its poor record of explaining our universe, that we now turn. For indeed its record is poor on many levels.

39 See Graham A. Cole, “Do Christian Have a Worldview?” (Christ on Campus Initiative, 2007), available at http://thegospelcoalition.org/pdf/cole.pdf. 
40 See the discussion in John Hedley Brooke, Science and Religion: Some Historical Perspectives (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991). 
The last part of this article will be in our May 2011 Connections.

How Willingly Do People Go to Hell?

By John Piper|Christian Post Guest Columnist
http://www.christianpost.com/news/how-willingly-do-people-go-to-hell-49357/

C.S. Lewis is one of the top 5 dead people who have shaped the way I see and respond to the world. But he is not a reliable guide on a number of important theological matters. Hell is one of them. His stress is relentlessly that people are not “sent” to hell but become their own hell. His emphasis is that we should think of “a bad man’s perdition not as a sentence imposed on him but as the mere fact of being what he is.” (For all the relevant quotes, see Martindale and Root, The Quotable Lewis, 288-295.)

This inclines him to say, “All that are in hell choose it.” And this leads some who follow Lewis in this emphasis to say things like, “All God does in the end with people is give them what they most want.”

I come from the words of Jesus to this way of talking and find myself in a different world of discourse and sentiment. I think it is misleading to say that hell is giving people what they most want. I’m not saying you can’t find a meaning for that statement that’s true, perhaps in Romans 1:24-28. I’m saying that it’s not a meaning that most people would give to it in light of what hell really is. I’m saying that the way Lewis deals with hell and the way Jesus deals with it are very different. And we would do well to follow Jesus.

The misery of hell will be so great that no one will want to be there. They will be weeping and gnashing their teeth (Matthew 8:12). Between their sobs, they will not speak the words, “I want this.” They will not be able to say amid the flames of the lake of fire (Revelation 20:14), “I want this.” “The smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night” (Revelation 14:11). No one wants this.

When there are only two choices, and you choose against one, it does not mean that you want the other, if you are ignorant of the outcome of both. Unbelieving people know neither God nor hell. This ignorance is not innocent. Apart from regenerating grace, all people “suppress the truth in unrighteousness” (Romans 1:18).

The person who rejects God does not know the real horrors of hell. This may be because he does not believe hell exists, or it may be because he convinces himself that it would be tolerably preferable to heaven.

But whatever he believes or does not believe, when he chooses against God, he is wrong about God and about hell. He is not, at that point, preferring the real hell over the real God. He is blind to both. He does not perceive the true glories of God, and he does not perceive the true horrors of hell.

So when a person chooses against God and, therefore, de facto chooses hell-or when he jokes about preferring hell with his friends over heaven with boring religious people-he does not know what he is doing. What he rejects is not the real heaven (nobody will be boring in heaven), and what he “wants” is not the real hell, but the tolerable hell of his imagination.

When he dies, he will be shocked beyond words. The miseries are so great he would do anything in his power to escape. That it is not in his power to repent does not mean he wants to be there. Esau wept bitterly that he could not repent (Hebrew 12:17). The hell he was entering into he found to be totally miserable, and he wanted out. The meaning of hell is the scream: “I hate this, and I want out.”

What sinners want is not hell but sin. That hell is the inevitable consequence of unforgiven sin does not make the consequence desirable. It is not what people want-certainly not what they “most want.” Wanting sin is no more equal to wanting hell than wanting chocolate is equal to wanting obesity. Or wanting cigarettes is equal to wanting cancer.

Beneath this misleading emphasis on hell being what people “most want” is the notion that God does not “send” people to hell. But this is simply unbiblical. God certainly does send people to hell. He does pass sentence, and he executes it. Indeed, worse than that. God does not just “send,” he “throws.” “If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown (Greek eblethe) into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:15; cf. Mark 9:47; Matthew 13:42; 25:30).

The reason the Bible speaks of people being “thrown” into hell is that no one will willingly go there, once they see what it really is. No one standing on the shore of the lake of fire jumps in. They do not choose it, and they will not want it. They have chosen sin. They have wanted sin. They do not want the punishment. When they come to the shore of this fiery lake, they must be thrown in.

When someone says that no one is in hell who doesn’t want to be there, they give the false impression that hell is within the limits of what humans can tolerate. It inevitably gives the impression that hell is less horrible than Jesus says it is.

We should ask: How did Jesus expect his audience to think and feel about the way he spoke of hell? The words he chose were not chosen to soften the horror by being accommodating to cultural sensibilities. He spoke of a “fiery furnace” (Matthew 13:42), and “weeping and gnashing teeth” (Luke 13:28), and “outer darkness” (Matthew 25:30), and “their worm [that] does not die” (Mark 9:48), and “eternal punishment” (Matthew 25:46), and “unquenchable fire” (Mark 9:43), and being “cut in pieces” (Matthew 24:51).

These words are chosen to portray hell as an eternal, conscious experience that no one would or could ever “want” if they knew what they were choosing. Therefore, if someone is going to emphasize that people freely “choose” hell, or that no one is there who doesn’t “want” to be there, surely he should make every effort to clarify that, when they get there, they will not want this.

Surely the pattern of Jesus-who used blazing words to blast the hell-bent blindness out of everyone-should be followed. Surely, we will grope for words that show no one, no one, no one will want to be in hell when they experience what it really is. Surely everyone who desires to save people from hell will not mainly stress that it is “wantable” or “chooseable,” but that it is horrible beyond description-weeping, gnashing teeth, darkness, worm-eaten, fiery, furnace-like, dismembering, eternal, punishment, “an abhorrence to all flesh” (Isaiah 66:24).

I thank God, as a hell-deserving sinner, for Jesus Christ my Savior, who became a curse for me and suffered hellish pain that he might deliver me from the wrath to come. While there is time, he will do that for anyone who turns from sin and treasures him and his work above all.

Trembling before such realities, and trusting Jesus,

This article was originally published on October 28, 2009.
	Coram solium

“before the throne”


	“Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we might obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”                      Hebrews 4:16
	April 2011
	“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.  And pray, too, that God may 

open a door for our message, 

so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ.”
Colossians 4:2-3

	April 1 – 2
	April 3 – 9
	April 10– 16
	April 17 – 23
	April 24 - 30

	Worship God our Father

Give thanks for your sonship


	Worship God the Son

Give thanks for your redemption in Christ
	Worship God the Holy Spirit

Give thanks for the gift of faith
	Pray for the advance of the gospel
	Pray for the spiritual health of the church

	Tom and Eileen Adamson

Ken and Sherry Bannister

    Edmund

Eric Bannister

Jeff and Elaine Begg

    Madeleine, Duncan
Josh Beukema

Lisa  Buitenhuis 
 Greg Breukelman
Allison Breukelman

John and Iris Currie

Cindy Debruin

Josh and Alana deGraaf

    Jack

Ian and Jean Forsythe

  Gavin, Amy, Malcolm, Andrew

Kevin Fortuin

Bert and Carole Gibson

Emily Gibson

Ryan and Sara Gibson

    Calvin,  Juliette, April

Bill Gilmour

Fred and Wilma Haan

    Renee,  Alisha, Kimberly 

	Clair Haugrud &  Karen  Reschke

     Erik,  Nikolas

Otto & Esther Huget

Shirley & Jim Hutchinson

Darryl and Kathy Johnson

     Samuel, Zachary

Maria Jones

Francis & Susan Jooste

Mark & Josselin Jooste

   Matthew, Emma

Everett and Tammy Kasteel

    Ryan

Kayla Kasteel

Irene Kelley

Jeff and Katie Kerr

    Elsie, Hudson
Ramona Klymok

Brian and Fran Knight

      James,  Becky 
	Tori Knight

Julia Knight 

Pat Lavoie

Sarah Lam

   Jal, Lam, Nyadhol, Goy 

Ron and Vivian Long

       Colin, Savannah, Joanna & Jordan

Harold and Susan Mahler

Kamilia  Gharbawi

Sandra  & Gordon McEwen

John and Kathryn McLachlin

     Emma, Charlotte 

Gordon and Pat McNaughton

      Katie, Morgan, Gillian

Pat and Janie Mullen

       Kane,  Quinn

Chloe Mullen

Eric and Winona Nederlof

    Tynnea,   Tannis,   Raina,   Luke

Terry and Tina Nonay

Daron Panko

Devon and Orianna Panko
	Klarissa Paradis 

Fern Pluth

Jans and Denise Pops

   Aaron,  Hannah,  Rebekah,  Victoria, Dominic, Annelies

Ian Pops

Neil Pothoven

Rita Pothoven

   Joel

Erin Reid

Lloyd and Karen Reid

     Colleen,  Andrew

Phil Rosenzweig and  Irene   Coombs

John and Ena Schenk

Jonathan Schoneville 

Stephen Schalk

Cameron and Enid Siewert

    Joshua, Zachary

Leroy and Bernice Smith

Daryl  and Marilyn Stock

Grace  and Vic Strasbourg

Marjory Sutherland
	Dan and Laura Tolsma

   Jenna,  Kirstin,  Paul Leah,  Emily 

Devon and Colleen

 Van Veen

Cornelius VanBostelen

Alex and Betty VandeBurgt

    Alexine

Brent VandeBurgt

Roy and Arlene van de Kamp

    Timothy

Garret and Nicole 

van de Kamp

Chris and Jenn Vandersluis

    Hailey

Henry and Marj  VanSteenbergen
     Bradley

Doug VanSteenbergen

Ann Wall

Jacob Wang

Mary Wiebe

Wadieh and Eloise Yacoub

    Marie-Lise,  Jeremy

Karima Yacoub

ALL CHURCH LEADERS

	As A Church
That Christ’s love might be clearly visible in us. That the ministry of the Word of God (preaching, teaching, small groups) would bear fruit in our lives. That we would see many people profess faith in Jesus Christ; new people and our covenant children. That we would be very sensitive and aware of people who are faced with difficult physical, spiritual and emotional stress. That we would depend upon the Holy Spirit, not ourselves, to equip and empower us for ministry.


Crestwood Calendar
	APRIL  2011
	

	
	1-3
	Full Confidence Conference at Crestwood

	
	2
	Youth Group 7 – 9pm  at Crestwood

	
	4
	PrimeTimers sing at Lynwood CCC 10:30am

	
	5
	Scrapbooking & Crafts 9:30am – 4pm

	
	6
	Ladies Bible Study 9 – 11am

	
	6
	Session Meeting 7pm

	
	7
	Ladies Night Out “Taste of Home”

	
	12
	PrimeTimers Bible study at Smiths 3pm

	
	13
	Wedding Shower for Lisa Buitenhuis 7:30pm at Crestwood

	
	15 
	PrimeTimers at church with Eileen Findlay 7pm (pictures of Israel)

	
	16
	Youth Group 7 – 9pm

	
	16 
	College & Careers breakfast meeting 10am location TBA

	
	17
	PrimeTimers lunch at church followed by singing at JPCCC 2:45pm

	
	19
	PrimeTimers ladies luncheon at The Bay WEM 11:30am

	
	20
	Ladies Bible Study & Easter Brunch 9 – 11am

	
	20
	Session Meeting 7pm

	
	22
	Good Friday Worship 10 am

	
	23
	College & Careers Social Event

	
	24 
	Easter Sunday Worship 10 am

	
	26
	PrimeTimers Bible Study at Smiths 3pm

	
	30
	College & Careers Bible Study at Nederlofs 10 am

	MAY  2011
	

	
	3
	Ladies Night Out  “White Elephant Give Away”

	
	3
	Ladies Bible Study 9 – 11am

	
	3
	Session Meeting 7pm

	
	6-8
	Junior High Retreat – Gull Lake

	
	14
	Youth Group 7 – 9pm at Crestwood
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